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largest international health initiative in his-
tory to fight a single disease.

Traveling in Africa earlier this year, Laura
and I had our most recent opportunity to wit-
ness the effectiveness of this program. We
were honored to see the doctors, nurses, and
caregivers of all faiths working to save the
lives of their fellow citizens. And we met the
patients, including many children, who un-
derstand and appreciate America’s gen-
erosity.

With passage of today’s bill, we are one
step closer to ensuring that this excellent pro-
gram continues to help those in need. I en-
courage the full Congress to move quickly
to send me final legislation that I can sign.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Former Liberian Regime of
Charles Taylor

July 16, 2008

On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order
13348, T declared a national emergency and
ordered related measures, including the
blocking of the property of certain persons
connected to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor, pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706). I took this action to deal with
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of former
Liberian President Charles Taylor and other
persons, in particular their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their removal
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds
and property, which have undermined Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly
development of its political, administrative,
and economic institutions and resources. I
further noted that the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement signed on August 18, 2003, and
the related cease-fire had not yet been uni-
versally implemented throughout Liberia,
and that the illicit trade in round logs and
timber products was linked to the prolifera-
tion of and trafficking in illegal arms, which
perpetuated the Liberian conflict and fueled
and exacerbated other conflicts throughout
West Africa.

1001

The actions and policies of Charles Taylor
and others have left a legacy of destruction
that continues to undermine Liberia’s trans-
formation and recovery. Because the actions
and policies of these persons continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the foreign policy of the United States, the
national emergency declared on July 22,
2004, and the measures adopted on that date
to deal with that emergency, must continue
in effect beyond July 22, 2008. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13348.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 16, 2008,

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:27 a.m., July 17, 2008]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on July 18.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Former Liberian Regime of Charles
Taylor

July 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures deal-
ing with the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor are to continue in effect be-
yond July 22, 2008.
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Today, Liberia continues its peaceful tran-
sition to a democratic order under the ad-
ministration of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. The Government of Liberia has im-
plemented reforms that have allowed for the
removal of international sanctions on Libe-
rian timber and diamonds, and Liberia is par-
ticipating in the Kimberley Process Certifi-
cation Scheme and the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative to ensure that its nat-
ural resources are used to benefit the people
and country of Liberia, rather than to fuel
conflict. Charles Taylor is standing trial in
The Hague by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. However, stability in Liberia is still
fragile.

The regulations implementing Executive
Order 13348 clarify that the subject of this
national emergency has been and remains
limited to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor and specified other persons
and not the country, citizens, Government,
or Central Bank of Liberia.

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other per-
sons—in particular their unlawful depletion
of Liberian resources, their trafficking in ille-
gal arms, and their formation of irregular mi-
litia—continue to undermine Liberia’s tran-
sition to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, and for these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to the
former Liberian regime of Charles Taylor.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 16, 2008.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Poland-United
States Social Security Agreement
July 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95—
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-

July 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

with the Agreement Between the United
States of America and Poland on Social Secu-
rity, which consists of two separate instru-
ments: a principal agreement and an admin-
istrative arrangement. The agreement was
signed in Warsaw on April 2, 2008.

The United States-Poland Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Such
bilateral agreements provide for limited co-
ordination between the United States and
foreign social security systems to eliminate
dual social security coverage and taxation,
and to help prevent the lost benefit protec-
tion that can occur when workers divide their
careers between two countries. The United
States-Poland Agreement contains all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 and other pro-
visions that I deem appropriate to carry out
the purposes of section 233, pursuant to sec-
tion 233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. Attached
to this report is the report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a
report on the effect of the Agreement on in-
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se-
curity program and the number of individuals
affected by the Agreement. The Department
of State and the Social Security Administra-
tion have recommended the Agreement and
related documents to me.

I commend to the Congress the United
States-Poland Social Security Agreement and
related documents.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 16, 2008.



